VIDYA PRASARAK MANDAL’S THANE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL LAW
COLLEGE, THANE

LEGAL AID CELL ANNUAL REPORT
ACADEMIC YEAR 2024-2025
INTRODUCTION

Vidya Prasarak Mandal’s Thane Municipal Council Law College, Thane, has
always stayed firmly committed to social justice, legal awareness, and active
community involvement through its energetic Legal Aid Cell. From the very
beginning of the college, this Cell has served as a key platform that
turns legal education into real and meaningful action for society. It works not
just as a required academic duty but as a strong connection
between legal knowledge and the urgent needs of society—especially for
disadvantaged, poor, and legally unaware people.

Following the constitutional duty of equal access to justice and legal aid as stated
in Article 39A of the Indian Constitution, the college set up a
dedicated Legal Aid Office in 2012. Since that time, the Cell has steadily grown
in reach, activities, and influence. It works closely with the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA), Thane, and carries out many legal awareness,
outreach, and support programmes throughout the year. Legal aid work is now
a formal part of the students’ practical training, making sure every student gets
direct experience in community-focused legal service.

In the 2024-2025 academic year, the Legal Aid Cell saw outstanding involvement
from students across all years of the LL.B. course. Beyond required fieldwork,
many students willingly took part in awareness campaigns, and several served
actively as Para Legal Volunteers, helping with basic legal empowerment at the
grassroots level. The ongoing encouragement and strong support from VPM
Management, Principal Dr. Srividhya Jayakumar, faculty coordinators, and
particularly the District Legal Services Authority, Thane, were crucial in making
these efforts successful.

ABOUT THE COLLEGE LEGAL AID CELL

The College Legal Aid Cell operates directly from the campus of Vidya Prasarak
Mandal’s Thane Municipal Council Law College, Thane. To keep things organised
and easily reachable for students and those who need help, the college has
created a separate Legal Aid Cell office/room inside the campus. This dedicated
space, running since 2012, acts as the main centre for all legal aid and
awareness work done by the college.

The office serves as a central point where planning, record-keeping, reporting,
and follow-up of legal aid activities happen under the guidance of faculty



coordinators. It is set up to support student meetings, talks with people seeking
help, creation of awareness materials, keeping of records, and contact with
outside bodies like the District Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Thane. Having
this permanent office on campus guarantees steady progress, clear
responsibility, and long-term memory of all legal aid efforts.

The Cell stays active throughout the academic year and is always open for
students who need advice on legal aid work, para-legal volunteering, fieldwork
planning, or community programmes. It also acts as a first contact point for
people looking for basic legal guidance, referrals, or information about
free legal help and remedies. Through this well-structured system, the Legal
Aid Cell makes sure its work is regular, organised, and fully matched with the
larger goal of access to justice.

OBJECTIVES OF THE LEGAL AID CELL ACTIVITIES

The Legal Aid Cell at VPM’s TMC Law College follows clear goals that match the
constitutional promise of justice and equality. A main goal is to
spread legal knowledge and awareness among ordinary people, particularly those
who have no access to formal legal education. By explaining laws in simple, local
terms, the Cell helps people understand and claim their rights and duties.

Another key goal is to give students hands-on learning that goes far beyond
classroom teaching. Through direct community work, students see how laws
work in real life and how awareness can stop exploitation, injustice, and abuse.
The Cell also aims to build strong ethical values, empathy, and leadership,
teamwork, and communication skills in students, shaping them into socially
aware legal professionals.

The Legal Aid Cell further supports national and state efforts on child protection,
women’s safety, digital security, environmental care, health, education, and
social welfare. By focusing activities on current issues like cybercrime, drug
abuse, sexual offences, workplace harassment, environmental damage, and civic
duties, the Cell stays relevant and quick to respond to society’s challenges.

ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMMES CONDUCTED DURING THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2024-2025: CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT

Throughout the 2024-2025 academic year, the Legal Aid Cell of VPM’s Thane
Municipal Council Law College worked in a planned, organized, and ongoing way.
All activities were designed to keep society engaged all year and to give students
steady, growing experience, strengthening both outreach and practical learning.

The year started in August 2024 with school-based awareness sessions on child
protection and safety. Early programmes took place in municipal and private
schools, reaching primary and secondary students with clear messages on child
safety, bodily autonomy, and rights under the Protection of Children from Sexual



Offences Act, 2012. Using simple explanations, pictures, posters, and interactive
talks, children learned about safe and unsafe touch, trusted adults, and the need
to report worrying situations. These opening activities-built trust and created
strong connections with young learners. Our students have visited almost 100+
educational institutions in Thane, Mumbai and Navi Mumbai areas.

In September and October 2024, the Cell stepped up efforts on cyber law
awareness due to rising online fraud and exploitation. Several programmes
reached students from classes V to XII, junior college learners, and community
members. Sessions covered threats like phishing, OTP scams, fake loan apps,
digital arrest frauds, online impersonation, cyberbullying, and social media
misuse. Laws from the Information Technology Act, 2000, and related criminal
sections were explained clearly. Practical tips on safe online habits, reporting
steps, and prevention were shared. Some of these efforts gained attention in local
newspapers, showing their wide reach and importance.

From November to December 2024, the Cell ran programmes on constitutional
awareness in schools and colleges. Students in classes VIII to X learned about
the Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties, and constitutional
remedies. By linking these values to daily life, participants gained a stronger
sense of equality, freedom, dignity, and civic duty. The sessions promoted
democratic ideals and stressed the importance of balancing rights with
responsibilities for good citizenship.

In the same period, a full awareness programme was held in Karjat Taluka at
Shri Gajanan Vidyalaya, Kadav. Students in classes IX and X were taught about
Fundamental Rights, the POCSO Act, child labour laws, and the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009. Special focus was given
to the constitutional right to education and the legal results of stopping
schooling. This effort raised legal understanding among rural students and
highlighted their legal protections.

Between January and February 2025, the Cell organised programmes on social
and health-related legal topics. Awareness sessions on drug abuse and
prevention were held in schools, colleges, and coaching centres. These covered
laws on narcotic substances, the serious harm of drugs to body and mind, and
the lasting damage to studies and social life. Students joined lively discussions
on peer pressure, personal responsibility, and smart choices.

At the same time, the Cell held workplace-focused sessions on the Prevention of
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013, for employees in various
professional places. Topics included legal requirements, duties of employers and
staff, complaint processes, and the need for a safe, respectful workplace. Real
examples helped everyone see how the law works in practice.



In March and April 2025, environmental legal awareness became a major focus.
Students gave talks on laws protecting water and air, controlling noise pollution,
safeguarding wildlife and forests, and constitutional duties toward the
environment. Input from National Disaster Response Force members added real-
world knowledge on disaster management and ecological balance. This work
powerfully connected legal awareness with environmental responsibility and
civic action.

From May to July 2025, the Cell concentrated on direct community outreach at
the grassroots level. Door-to-door campaigns and village programmes addressed
property rights, women’s and children’s rights, legal solutions, and access to
justice. Sessions in villages like Khaire Ambivali brought law students face-to-
face with rural residents, who gratefully received legal guidance right in their
own area.

At the same time, special programmes targeted street vendors and informal
workers on the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act, 2014. Vendors learned their rights, protection from illegal eviction,
and ways to challenge wrongful seizure of goods. Separate sessions in
cooperative banks and credit societies covered cyber fraud prevention, financial
caution, and legal rules.

All through the year, the Cell carefully documented activities, followed up, and
reviewed progress through student reports, faculty oversight, and college
records. This step-by-step approach ensured ongoing, inclusive, and lasting
social benefit.

OUTCOME AND IMPACT OF LEGAL AID CELL ACTIVITIES

The overall results of the Legal Aid Cell’s work in 2024-2025 were deep and wide-
ranging. For the community, the programmes sharply raised legal awareness,
gave people power to know and demand their rights, and built a strong habit of
preventing legal problems. Children grew bolder in speaking about safety, young
people became safer and wiser online, workers understood their workplace
rights, and vulnerable groups gained vital legal knowledge.

For students, the Cell provided a powerful learning experience. Taking part
improved their public speaking, communication, leadership, teamwork, and
research abilities. They learned to turn complicated laws into clear, everyday
language and felt the real reward of helping bring social change. Many students
said they gained greater confidence, a clearer view of law in action, and a stronger
feeling of professional duty.

The activities also deepened the college’s ties with society and strengthened its
image as a truly responsive institution. Coverage of some programmes in



newspapers like Navbharat Times and Mumbai Kiran further showed the strong
reach and value of these efforts.

CONCLUSION The Legal Aid Cell of VPM’s Thane Municipal Council Law College,
Thane, continues to play an essential role in advancing access to
justice, legal awareness, and social empowerment. The academic year 2024-
2025 clearly demonstrates the Cell’s firm dedication to inclusive, powerful, and
continuing legal outreach. With ongoing backing from management, faculty,
and legal authorities, the Legal Aid Cell remains committed to developing socially
responsible lawyers and making a real contribution to justice and equality in
society.
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LEGAL AID CELL
OF

VPM's TMC LAW COLLEGE

THANE
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VPM's TMC Law College, Thane

Legal Aid Cell

Organises
Online Special Session on

Offences, Trial and Procedure
On

Monday, 16th September 2024 at 10.45 am

Introductory Speech
Dr. Srividhaya Jayakumar
In-Charge Principal
10. 45 am

Trial
&
Procedure
Dr. Gopichand Khade
Assistant Public Prosecutor
11.20am

Offences Under POCSO
Vinod H Wagh
Assistant Professor
VPM's TMC Law College
10.55am

To join click on
hittos: | meet cooel com/ e ~Aryes




VIDYA PRASARAK MANDAL THANE MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL LAW COLLEGE THANE

LEGAL AID CELL

IS ORGANIZING
SPECIAL LECTURE ON

CONTROL OF DRUG ABUSE AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING
&
CERTIFICATE AWARD PROGRAM
&
Celebration of Rajashri Shahu Maharaj Birth

Anniversary
Chief Guest

Mr. Ishwar Suryawanshi
Civil Judge Senior Division and Secretary, DLSA, Thane

Mr. Sanjay Bhate
Former District & Session judge

26th June 2024 at 5 pm
Venue- L-4, First Floor, Law College Building
On the occasion of International Day Against Drug Abuse
and lllicit Trafficking the Legal Aid Cell of the Law College
has organised this special lecture for the students of all
colleges of VPM campus.
Schedule of the Program
5.00:- Welcome Speech by Dr. Srividhya Jayakumar,
In-Charge Principal
5.10: Lecture on Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking
6.00:- Speech on Life of Rajashri Shauji Maharaj
6.20: Certificate Distribution
6.30:- Remark by Mr. Ishwar Suryawanshi
6.40: Vote of thanks
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Register before 24" Nov. 2024

Upload your Selfie with
Constitution between 22™ to 26"
November 2024

Students of VPM colleges shall take
Selfie (in VPM Premises) wearing
their respective college I-Card.
Selfie without I-Card will be invalid.
Upload your selfie by 26"
November 2024

Find the registration link and Selfie Uploading
list below
hitps://forms.gle/nPHRUIDIXTZa13hRE

Find link for uploading your Selfie with
Constitution

https://forms gle/HCpScwkBhSLIk6USE

VPM’S TMC LAW COLLEGE, THANE

LEGAL AID CELL
celebrating

75™ CONSTITUTION DAY

STATE LEVEL ONLINE ELOCUTION
COMPETITION

25th November 2024 at 11 am
TOPIC

MY CONSTITUTION- MY DUTIES
Every bonafide student of any college (Arts, Commerce,
Science, Medical, Engineering, Law etc.) in the State of
Maharashtra is eligible and can participate in this
Competition.
The participants can express themselves in Marathi or
English Language.
Each Participant will get 5 Minutes.
First three winners will receive cash prize of
Rs.1000/- 700/-and 500/-
Each Participants will receive E-Certificate

Competition will be held online on Googe Meet Platform.
The link will be share on registered E-Mail.

VOLUNTARY ACTIVITY
SELFIE WITH CONSTITUTION

Selfie with Constitution is open for all school and college
students. This activity is arranged to celebrate the
successful 75 years of our Constitution.

The participant shall upload the selfie with Constitution.
The most 10 unique and attractive selfies will be
uploaded on our College Website and receive E-
Certificate.

The Law College has Preamble Wall in the VPM campus.
The students of Vidya Prasarak Mandal’s colleges shall
take their selfie with Preamble wall and upload the same
on Google Form. The Most attractive selfies will be
uploaded on College Website. Each Participant will
receive E-Certificate.

Vinod H Wagh Dr. Srividhya Jayakumar
In-Charge In-Charge Principal
Legal Aid Cell Law College, Thane



VPM's TMC LAW COLLEGE, THANE
ONE DAY WORKSHOP ON
Consumer Dispute and Motor Accident Claims:

Law, Procedure and Practice
21st December 2024
1.30 to 8 pm

Chief Guest

Justice Shri. Surendra P Tavade

Hon'ble President,
Maharashtra State Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission and
Former Judge of High Court, Bombay

“Evolution of Consumer Rights: Understanding the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019”
By
Smt. Dr. Richa Sharma
Hon’ble President, DCDRC, Thane

Consumer Protection Act, 2019: Practice and
Procedure
By
Shri. Dr. Arun R Gaikwad
Hon’ble Additional President, DCDRC, Pune

Recklessness and Motor Accidents
By
Mr. Bhushan Raut
RTO Officer, Thane

Practice before Motor Accident Claims Tribunal
Scope and Challenges

Adv. Keshav Pujari
Senior Advocate, Thane

Dr. Vijay Bedekar
Chairman, Vidya Prasarak Mandal, Thane

Dr. Srividhya Jayakumar
In-charge Principal
VPM's TMC Law College, Thane

Mr. Vinod H Wagh
Workshop Coordinator

Venue
Law College Building
Chendani Bunder Road, Thane (West)




